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encouraged to spend a period of between 3-6 months abroad 
to receive international experience. 

JOINT PROGRAMMES

EURON continuously is investigating in new projects to 
encourage the international research collaborations and joint 
educational programmes. Currently, EURON is working on 
the development of an international joint master programme 
in Translational Neuroscience, EMTN. Since October 2013 
EURON partners have started a bilateral cooperation with 
three Japanese partner universities under the ICI-Education 
Cooperation Programme of the EU: EDU-NEURO EU-JP.

Since 2015 a joint collaboration in Translational Neuroscience 
has been started between EURON and Chinese partners, 
which will result in the selection of Chinese PhD candidates 
coming to Maastricht and to other EURON partners. These 
programmes are financed through the CSC and CAS 
programme. MHeNs collaborates intensively with two 
Chinese research institutes: the West China Hospital and the 
University of Electronic Science and Technology of China 
(UEST), both located in Chengdu Sichuan Province, China. 
Seven Chinese PhD students have started their PhD trajectory 
at MHeNs since 2015.

Recently, in 2015, Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) have 
been signed with South Korean partners, Ajou University 
and Daegu Gyeongbuk Institute of Science and Technology 
(DGIST) for the exchange of PhD students, and both partners 
have indicated to be interested in the establishment of a 
double degree PhD programme.

EDU-NEURO EU-JP: DOUBLE EUROPEAN-JAPAN 
MASTER’S DEGREE IN NEUROSCIENCE

EDU-NEURO EU-JP is a two year Double European-
Japan Master’s programme in the field of Biomedicine and 
Neuroscience that has been organized by EURON partner 
universities and three Japanese partners universities.
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EDU-NEURO EU-JP will exchange students in each direction 
for ten months, and faculty members in one week visits. 
The goals of EDU-NEURO EU-JP are: to achieve educational 
excellence by creating synergies combining the strengths of 
the partners existing Master’s Degree programmes across the 
field of neuroscience and to award two separate Degrees.

EURON Universities: 
• Maastricht University 
• Université catholique de Louvain 
• Universität zu Köln 
• Université Lille 

Japanese Universities: 
• Toho University (Chiba, Tokyo)
• Tohoku University (Sendai)
• Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine (Kyoto)



ABOUT EURON

The European Graduate School of Neuroscience is an 
international research and training network of nine 
universities in Belgium, Germany, France, Luxembourg and 
the Netherlands. In addition EURON has an association with 
other universities in Czech Republic, Germany, Greece, Japan, 
Portugal, Turkey, Sri Lanka, China and Korea. The coordinator 
of EURON is the School for Mental Health and Neuroscience 
(MHeNs), Faculty of Health, Medicine and Life Sciences 
(FHML), Maastricht University, The Netherlands. Intensive 
research relationships have been formed and extended with 
the EURON partners, as well as the development of the 
educational PhD programme, through the recognition as 
Marie Curie Training Site under the 5th and 6th Framework 
Programme of the European Commission. EURON has been 
re-accredited by the Royal Dutch Academy of Arts and Sciences 
(KNAW) for the period 2010-2015.

The EURON partners aim to share expertise, knowledge and 
infrastructure to offer Master and PhD students a unique 
chance to broaden their research competencies and by 
stimulating mobility. In addition, EURON strives towards 
joint PhD degrees between partner universities and towards 
the accreditation of a joint Master programme in Translational 
Neuroscience.

EURON: NETWORK OF 9 UNIVERSITIES

Universities participating in EURON as full partners:  

Maastricht University, The Netherlands 
RWTH Aachen University, Germany
University of Cologne, Germany
University of Hasselt, Belgium
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium
Université de Liège, Belgium
Université catholique de Louvain, Belgium

Université Lille, France
University of Luxembourg

EURON: Network of 9 universities

MISSION

EURON stimulates collaboration in science and teaching 
between European universities by offering joint PhD 
positions that lead to joint or double PhD degrees. Since the 
international training of competent scientists is crucial to 
maintain the competitiveness of the European community 
in neuroscience research, EURON aims at a standardization 
of PhD degrees among the participating countries. The new 
generation of our neuroscientists will be capable of integrating 
information across different levels of research, different 
disciplines, basic and clinical research. In its translational 
aspects EURON focuses on the interaction between multiple 
genetic and environmental factors and their impact on normal 
brain function and disease.

The transfer of knowledge is a leading principle within 
EURON. The School has a strong reputation and due to the 
connections within the Network of European Neuroscience 
Schools (NENS) the programme is internationally well known. 
The EURON courses and workshops are well attended by PhD 

students from other (national and international) Neuroscience 
Institutions.

The research themes within EURON are multidisciplinary and 
translational nature, i.e., they range from basic neuroscience 
to clinical applications. The most important and leading 
research areas are in the fields of neurodegeneration, nerve 
regeneration, neurological and neuropsychiatric diseases. 

TRAINING

As an established training site with the FP5/FP6 of 
the European Commission EURON has invested in an 
international extensive educational PhD programme with 
courses and workshops for instance on topics like: rodent 
and human neuroanatomy, Alzheimer’s Disease and 
Psychopharmacology. The courses and workshops reflect the 
expertise of the different EURON partners and collaborations 
between the partner universities. The workshop on Drugs and 
the Brain was recognized as a FENS-IBRO School in 2012.  

In addition the European Union Erasmus Life Long 
Learning Programme has awarded EURON with a grant for 
a Curriculum Development project named “European Master 
in Translational Neuroscience”, abbreviated as EMTN (2009-
2012). The master programme is under development and will 
aim for a joint Research Master’s programme within EURON.

EURON PhD CERTIFICATE

In addition to the local university PhD degree, EURON offers 
an additional EURON PhD certificate, which will be awarded 
if the PhD student fulfils the required criteria in terms of 
scientific publications, international mobility and training. 
The EURON PhD certificate is recognized by the Governing 
Boards of the participating universities. Since one important 
requirement for the certificate is mobility, PhD students are 


