INTERGROUP THREAT IN MASS MEDIA

The buffering role of perceived typicality and group norms

Introduction

Experimental study, Belgian Psychology students (N=67)

The violent immigrant study

Mass media bring us threatening intergroup events on a
daily basis. This research examines when people do or do
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Longitudinal survey study, Dutch Social Science students (N=43)

Experimental study, Belgian Psychology students (N=402)

The arrogant economist study
*Before murder: attitudes towards Moroccans

*After murder: perceived typicality of murderer
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Our studies show that the impact of threatening media
messages on generalized intergroup attitudes can be buffered
by presenting threatening outgroup members as violating
outgroup norms, which reduces the members’ perceived
typicality. This mechanism held over and above the effect of
prior attitudes towards the outgroup.
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