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THE CONTRIBUTION OF INTERNATIONAL 
AND SUPRANATIONAL COURTS  
TO THE RULE OF LAW
Edited by Geert De Baere and Jan Wouters,  
KU Leuven, Belgium

‘This book offers a unique and essential combination of careful  
self-assessment of the achievements and challenges of international 
adjudication, in chapters written by scholars who are also members  
of the most prominent international courts, together with a rigorous  
and sober external analysis of the promise and limits of promoting  
the international rule of law through adjudication. The book provides  
the state of the art contemporary overview of the field and therefore 
is a must read for scholars, students and practitioners.’ 

– Eyal Benvenisti, University of Cambridge, UK, Tel Aviv University, Israel 
and New York University, US

‘This is a timely, fascinating and challenging collection of essays by 
eminent jurists. The range of courts covered from the International Court of Justice, the International 
Criminal Court, the European Court of Human Rights to the Appellate Body of the WTO and the Special 
Tribunal for Lebanon demonstrates the reach of this work as well as the importance and timeliness  
of the subject-matter. The quality of the authors matches the significance of the topic. The problems  
as well as the steps forward are well explained. This book should be read.’

– Malcolm N. Shaw QC, University of Cambridge and practising barrister  
at Essex Court Chambers, London, UK

‘A comprehensive overview, aptly written by eminent specialists of international courts, on a notion at 
once intriguing and important for international law. Rule of law – a concept of municipal constitutional 
law, essential for the modern conception of society, and yet such a delicate, but also developing, notion 
in the sometimes rough jurisprudence of nations.’

– Robert Kolb, University of Geneva, Switzerland

‘This is a major contribution to the literature on international courts. Prominent participants as well as 
acclaimed academics contribute their analysis and reflection on an important and hitherto somewhat 
neglected aspect, the rule of law. This dimension lies at the core of an expanding system of institutions 
that resembles a diverse mosaic, in contrast with the more coherent hierarchical arrangement  
of national courts. The unique features of the rule of law in this novel international environment  
are thoroughly explored here.’

– William A. Schabas, Middlesex University, UK
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