
 
The Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies and Institute for International Law at KU 
Leuven, in cooperation with the IHCL Platform, kindly invite you to an afternoon workshop:  

 
Academia Meets Practice: 

Discussing International Humanitarian and Criminal Law with 
Experienced Practitioners 

2 April 2019, 13-17h30, Leuven 

Concept 

Expert practitioners who work with IHCL at international courts or tribunals, international 

organizations or national governments will discuss topical issues they have encountered in 

practice with a limited number of PhD researchers and young academics. The aim is to engage 

in an open, mutually beneficial exchange that could result in new insights, or perhaps even 

solutions. 

When? Tuesday 2 April, 13 – 17h30 

Where? Room CPR 03.43, College van Premonstreit, Naamsestraat 61, Leuven (side entrance 

via Charles Deberiotstraat) 

Topics and Speakers 

The organizers have identified four topical streams within which the expert speakers are 

invited to identify issues to be discussed. A more detailed one-pager outlining the topic of 

each speaker will be communicated to the selected participants one week before the 

workshop.  The following speakers have confirmed their participation (please note that the 

order of the speakers may still be subject to change): 

13 – 14H: PROF. DR. CHRISTINE VAN DEN WYNGAERT, former Judge ICTY and ICC, Judge Kosovo 

Specialist Chambers 

International Humanitarian Law at the ICC. As a permanent international criminal tribunal 

with a wide jurisdictional reach, the ICC is usually perceived as the world’s most authoritative 

implementer of ICL. As violations of IHL are most visibly enforced through ICL, the ICC is 

moreover one of the world’s most important implementers of IHL. However, predominantly 

being an institution of ICL, the ICC at times faces difficulties in interpreting and applying IHL. 

14 – 15H: MS. ANN FRANSEN AND MR. ANTOON SCHOTSAERT, Public Prosecutors Terrorism 

Unit, Office of the Belgian Federal Public Prosecutor 

The Nexus between International Humanitarian Law and Counter-Terrorism (Law). Since the 

inception of the ‘war on terror’, the international community has, notably through the UN 

            



Security Council, adopted a plethora of instruments in its fight against terrorism. This growing 

body of instruments has come to intersect and at times even conflict with IHL, resulting in 

issues as regards the relationship or nexus between IHL and counter-terrorism (law). 

15H – 15H30: COFFEE BREAK 

15H30 – 16H30: MR. STÉPHANE KOLANOWSKI, Senior Legal Advisor, ICRC Brussels 

Humanitarian Assistance Endangered. Humanitarian assistance, notably as delivered by the 

ICRC, enjoys a particular status due to its neutrality and impartiality. In this spirit, parties to 

armed conflicts usually show restraint and respect vis-à-vis humanitarian assistance and those 

who deliver it. However, recent developments, such as extensive definitions of terrorism and 

assistance to terrorists, and the neglect of core rules of IHL such as those concerning the 

protection of medical personnel and establishments, endanger humanitarian assistance. 

16H30 – 17H30: MS. NADIA MARSAN, Senior Assistant Legal Advisor, NATO 

Cyber Defence and Issues of Legal Interoperability. Coalitions, either permanent or temporary, 

play a central role in many states’ security strategies. Nevertheless, these military partnership 

are often confronted with issues of legal interoperability. Substantive legal differences arise 

between coalition members over the interpretation and application of rules and principles of 

international law, notably including international human rights law and IHL, on the use of force 

in self-defence or mission accomplishment. These issues will be examined looking at NATO’s 

development of cyber defence as a case study. 

17H30 – 18H30: CLOSING DRINKS 

 

Selection process for participants 

To ensure a qualitative and interactive discussion with a small group of about 15 participants, 

PhD researchers and junior academics are invited to submit a curriculum vitae (including an 

overview of your publications) and a short motivation by 15 March 2019. The motivation 

should explain the link between your research and the topics to be discussed as well as the 

reasons why you would like to participate in the workshop. 

By 25 March, selected participants will receive a one-pager per topic that introduces in more 

detail the issues for discussion as chosen by the expert practitioners, as well as any further 

instructions for the preparation of the session. While there is no need to have in-depth 

academic knowledge on all of the issues that will be dealt with, participants are expected to 

come prepared and to actively engage in the discussion. 

For any further inquiries and for the submission of your cv and motivation, please contact 

thomas.vanpoecke@kuleuven.be.  
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