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Concept and Objectives 
 
The immediate aftermath of the end of the Cold War sparked a new cosmopolitan enthusiasm for 
global goods, such as the environment, public health or knowledge, to be commonly governed. 
With the support of UNDP, a group of renowned scholars coined the term “global public goods” 
to express and frame the challenges urgently faced by the international community. Drawing a 
comparison with the literature on public goods at the level of the nation State, it was suggested 
that supreme international coordination was required to overcome the structural deprivation of 
certain public goods on a global level. The term has since then enjoyed a spectacular success and 
permeated much of the international policy discourse. Around the same time, many social 
activists across the world united around the idea that “the world was not for sale”, i.e. that not all 
goods were meant to be commodified, and that some areas of social life should remain governed 
as commons. The reference to a governance of the “(global) commons” as an alternative to both 
the State and the market has subsequently become central in many transnational social 
movements.  

As a consequence, two different theoretical concepts, each relying on distinct analytical 
frameworks, have materialized. Although the two approaches overlap partly, they also hint at a 
different kind of literature and carry a different set of political, economic and legal implications. 
Furthermore, they put forward contrasting views on several key points, such as the role of the 
State, multilateral organizations (in particular the United Nations) and international law in 
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providing global public goods and preserving the global commons. As a consequence of 
globalization and the perceived democratic deficit in the functioning of international 
organizations and global governance, an additional development soon emerged: a political 
discourse in support of global democracy and/or democratizing global governance. This led to a 
debate on the shortcomings of global governance mechanisms and how they can be addressed.  

The present two-day international conference will explore the economic, legal and 
political underpinnings, premises and implications of global public goods and global commons 
for global governance institutions and international organizations, especially in relationship with 
the debate on their (non)-democratic nature. The conference aims to assess, from an 
interdisciplinary perspective, how the respective discourses surrounding global public goods and 
global commons diverge in their relation to global democracy, and in particular, to the 
advancement of democracy in global governance and international organizations. The aim is to 
turn the proceedings of this conference into a flagship publication. 

We welcome, alongside a carefully selected cast of paper presenters, two eminent keynote 
speakers. Prof. Dr.  Inge Kaul will open the conference with a keynote lecture on the relevance of 
the concept of global public goods. Subsequently, during the first day, three panels will focus on 
(i) an analytical comparison of both approaches in different disciplines, (ii) the role of democracy 
in the governance of global public goods and global commons, and (iii) the principle of the 
common heritage of mankind. At the beginning of the second day, Prof. Dr.  Pierre Dardot will 
deliver a keynote lecture on the motives of his preference for the term global commons over the 
term global public good. Afterwards, a first panel will approach the issue of the structures of 
power underlying the governance of global goods. A second panel will ponder the added value of 
framing old issues in terms of common goods. The conference will culminate in a dialogue 
between Prof. Dr.  Inge Kaul and Prof. Dr. Pierre Dardot and will be concluded with critical 
summaries by the rapporteurs. 

The conference will bring new and refreshing insights to a larger interdisciplinary 
research programme, “Global Governance and Democratic Government”, which the Leuven 
Centre for Global Governance Studies conducts as part of its KU Leuven Centre of Excellence 
status. This programme involves six doctoral and two postdoctoral researchers and several 
associated professors working across disciplines in order to provide a political paradigm able to 
reconcile governance and democracy on the international scene 
 
Programme 
 
22 February 2016 
 
9.00  Registration 
 
9.30  Welcome and Introduction to the Conference by Prof. Dr. Jan Wouters (Jean 
   Monnet Chair, Professor of International Law and Director, Leuven Centre for 
   Global GovernanceStudies, KU Leuven) 
 
9.45  Keynote Lecture by Prof. Dr.  Inge Kaul (Hertie School of Governance, Berlin): 
The 
  Enduring Relevance of the Concept of Global Public Goods 
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Inge Kaul was the lead editor of Global public goods. International cooperation in the 21st 
century (Oxford UP, New York, 1999) and Providing Global Public Goods. Managing 
Globalization (Oxford University Press, New York, 2003). The books not only coined the term 
‘global public good’ (an innovative expansion on the concept of public good that was already 
familiar to political economists), but it was also instrumental in putting global public goods on 
top of the international political agenda. Her research now focuses, amongst other topics, on 
the provision of contested global public goods. In her keynote speech, we asked her to respond 
to a criticism frequently addressed to her work, namely that global public goods would require 
a centralized authority akin to the State in order to be produced. The provision of global public 
goods would thus require no less than granting a rejuvenated UN a central role in the structure 
of international relations and would therefore threaten the emerging multipolarity, or even lead 

to the elaboration of a global State. If public goods are the foundations of a well-functioning democracy, this side 
effect would nonetheless threaten their ability to promote democracy at an international level. Inge Kaul will talk us 
through the intricacies of the provision of global public goods and explicit some of her previously tacit assumptions. 
 
10.45  Coffee Break 
 
11.15  Panel 1 : A Comparative Approach to Global Public Goods and Global 
  Commons 
  Chair : Dr. Axel Marx (Deputy Director, Leuven Centre for Global Governance 
  Studies, KU Leuven) 
 
Maurits De Jongh (Sciences Po Paris)  – Public Goods and the Commons : Friends or Foes ? 
 
Samuel Cogolati and Nils Vanstappen (Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies, KU 
Leuven) – Global Public Goods and Global Commons : Two Sides of the Same Coin ? 
 
Maja Groff (Hague Convention on Private International Law) and Prof. Dr. Sylvia Karlsson-
Vinkhuyzen (Wagenigen University) – The Rule of Law and Accountability: Exploring 
Trajectories for Democratizing Governance of Global Public Goods and Global Commons 
 
Shalini Iyengar (International University College, Turin) and Preeta Dhar (Legal Initiative for 
Forest and Environment, New Delhi) – What’s in a Name? Defining Forests in India 
 
13.00  Lunch Break 
 
14.00 Panel 2 : The Role of Democracy in the Governance of Global Public Goods 

and Global Commons 
  Chair : Prof. Dr.  Amandine Orsini (University Saint Louis, Brussels) 
 
Francesca Varvello and Stefano Montaldo (University of Turin) – Waiting for the Rainy Season: 
Towards a Democratic Management of Water Commons? 
 
 Hannah Pieters, Daniele Curzi, Alessandro Olper, and Prof. Dr.  Johan Swinnen (KU Leuven) – 
Does Democracy Improve Health? Evidence From Child Mortality 
 
Prof. Dr.  Thomas McInerney(Loyola University, Chicago)– Achieving Performance and 
Enhancing Participation in the Strategic Management of Multilateral Treaties Involving Global 
Public Goods 
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Prof. Dr.  Dirk De Bièvre, Arlo Poletti and IlariaEspa  (University of Antwerp) – On the Legal, 
Political, and Economic Origins of Actual and Potential WTO Disputes on Subsidies for Fossil 
and Renewable Energy Sources 
 
15.45  Coffee Break 
 
16.15  Panel 3 : The principle of the Common Heritage of Mankindin a New Light 
  Chair : Prof. Dr.  Gert Verschraegen (University of Antwerp) 
 
Natalia Frozel Barros (Université Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne) – Normalizing the Common 
Heritage of Mankind : From Ideas to a Legal Principle 
 
Christiaan Boonen and Nicolas Brando (Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies, KU 
Leuven) – Revisiting the Common Ownership of the Earth : A Democratic Critique of Globalist 
Theories 
 
ZhannahVoukitchevitch (University of Ottawa) – Arctic as Global Commons: Pardo Doctrine 
Revision and Revival? 
 
Nadia Sánchez Castillo(Leiden University) - The Role of the International Law Commission’s 
Draft Guidelines on the Protection of the Atmosphere in Fostering a Democratic Governance of 
the Atmosphere 
 
18.00  End 
 
20.00  Conference dinner 
 
 
23 February 2016 
 
9.00 Keynote Lecture: Prof. Dr.  Pierre Dardot (Université Paris-Ouest La Défense), 

introduced by Dr. Martin Deleixhe, Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies, 
KU Leuven, What Democracy for the Global Commons ? 

 
Pierre Dardot has co-written with his colleague Christian Laval a trilogy of books casting 
a critical look on what they see as the current driving political ideology, neoliberalism. In 
the latest volume, Commun (published by La Découverte in 2014) they claim that the 
common, that implies a collective production of a good that is not up for 
appropriation,could be an alternative to current international economic policies.Pierre 
Dardot is keen to emphasize that the common is therefore very remote from the global 
public goods. In his keynote speech, we asked him to further state the difference he sees 
between the two concepts and especially to underscore their repercussions on democracy 
on the global scene. 

 
 
10.00  Coffee Break 
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10.30  Panel 4 : Global Public Goods, Global Commons and the Structures of Power 
  Chair : Prof. Dr.  Antoon Braeckman (RIPPLE, KU Leuven) 
 
Prof. Dr.  Thomas R. Eimer (Radboud University, Nijmegen) – Expropriation by Definition : 
Global Public Goods and Structural Power 
 
Dr. Martin Deleixhe (Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies, KU Leuven) – What About 
the Conflicts in the Commons ? A Democratic Caveat 
 
Maarja Beerkens (Leiden University) – Global Commons, Transnational Oligopolies, and 
National Regulatory Cultures: A Potential for Collaborative Ownership in the Academic 
Publishing Industry? 
 
Pierre-Yves Cadalen (CERI-Sciences Po) - Governing the Commons in Ecuador and Bolivia 
 
12.15  Lunch Break 
 
13.15  Panel 5: Tackling Old Issues as Global Commons ? 
  Chair : Prof. Dr.  Dries Lesage (University of Ghent) 
 
Rita Locatelli (University of Bergamo) - Education as a Global Commons : Revisiting 
Democratic Governance in a Context of Growing Privatization 
 
Anaïs Périlleux and Marthe Nyssens (UniversitéCatholique de Louvain) - Understanding 
Cooperative Finance as a New Commons ? 
 
Camille Meyer and Marek Hudon (Université Libre de Bruxelles) – Understanding Money as a 
New Commons: Lessons from Community Currencies 
 
Rutger Hagen (Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies, KU Leuven) – Governing the 

Commons, a Question of Demand and Supply 
 
15.00  Coffee Break 
 
15.30 Roundtable: Do Commons and Public Goods Carry Different Worldviews ?  

A Dialogue between Prof. Dr.  Inge Kaul and Prof. Dr.  Pierre Dardot 
Moderator: Dr. Martin Deleixhe 

 
16.30 Concluding Remarks 

Prof. Dr.  Amandine Orsini, Dr. Axel Marx, Prof. Dr.  Dries Lesage, Prof. Dr.  Gert 
Verschraegen and Prof. Dr. Jan Wouters 
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