
 

 
 

       
 

Kindly Invite You to the Conference: 

 
The Trade-Development Nexus: European and Asian 

Perspectives on the Post-2015 Agenda 
 

Friday 29 August, 13.30-16.30 
 

Venue: Royal Library of Belgium, Park Room 
Keizerslaan, 4, 1000 Brussel 

 
 
Themes of the conference 
 
This conference focuses on international trade interdependencies and their impact on human 
development. There have been fundamental differences between industrialised and developing 
countries with regards to how liberal and fair trade can stimulate trade interdependencies and 
development. Culminating in the multilateral deadlock of the Doha Round, these differences among 
international actors suggest that multilateral trade agreements in the framework of the WTO and their 
respective impact on development remain impracticable. As negotiations of the new post-2015 agenda 
of the United Nations have demonstrated, the link between trade and development has been 
highlighted yet again, reinvigorating the ‘nexus’  between development and other policy areas, such as 
security, the environment and migration. We therefore need to consider how international trade 
relationships can contribute to the objectives of a post-2015 agenda so that,  for example, the 
eradication of poverty becomes feasible by means of sustainable development, good governance, 
human rights, rule of law and institution-building. With closer investigation it becomes apparent that 
both Asian and European actors are actually confronted with the same question: how can their 
experiences on the impact of trade on human development, as well as their individual trade policies and 
relations with developing nations, feed into the shaping of the post-2015 agenda?  

A first theme of the conference is to examine the ways in which the EU and Asian actors, like Japan, 
South Korea and China, are approaching the relationship between trade and development. Analysing 
their experiences with the trade-development interrelations in the multilateral context is crucial, as they 
will become key actors in the implementation of the post-2015 agenda. Throughout the conference, 
several critical questions will be considered, namely, what experiences have shaped former developing 
countries, like South Korea, as a result of the effects of international trade on development and how 
would they – as new donor countries – envision the role for trade regarding the post-2015 agenda?  
Furthermore, to what extent do trading powers like Japan and the EU recognize the need for trade as a 
means to foster development in a regional and global context, and to what degree do these actors 
actually emphasize the need for trade as a central theme of the post-2015 agenda? The link between 
development and trade has been and remains at the heart of the EU’s commitment to ‘Policy Coherence 



 

 
 

for Development’ (PCD), as can be derived from its latest evaluation in the EU 2013 biennial report. The 
Council has underlined the need to strengthen coordination and engagement on PCD across policy areas 
and institutions, but can it effectively mainstream PCD into its policy formulation and will its overarching 
objectives actually come to fruition in the post-2015 framework? 

To provide a holistic perspective, the geographical and thematic dimensions of the trade-development 
nexus will also be examined, as will the respective policies of the EU and Asian actors towards 
developing countries. The conference will look at how major international actors like China have 
impacted development through increasing trade relations with developing  nations, especially in Africa, 
while also analyzing the EU’s contribution to African development by means of international trade.  
Building on this, the conference will then look at how, from a European perspective, trade relations are 
sought to improve human rights situations in developing countries.   

Looking at the trade-development nexus from a European and Asian perspective, this conference brings 
together high-level speakers from Japan, South Korea and the EU, as well as academic specialists.  It 
constitutes the final event of the Sixth Euro-Asia Summer School,  organized by  Hitotsubashi University, 
the Seoul National University and the Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies at the University of 
Leuven.  

 
Programme  
 
13.30-13.40  Welcome by Prof. Dr. Jan Wouters, Jean Monnet Chair and Director of the 

Leuven Centre of Global Governance Studies, KU Leuven 
 
 
13.40-15.00 European and Asian experiences with the trade-development nexus in  

multilateral contexts 
 
Chair: Prof. Dr. Jan Orbie, Ghent University  

 
  

 Mr. Seong Deok Yun, Minister-Counselor, Korean Embassy and Mission to the 
European Union: 
‘The link between trade and development – The experience of Korea’ 
 

 Mr. Michael-John Ellis, European Commission, DG Devco A3 International 
Development Dialogue: 
‘The trade-development nexus and the post-2015 development agenda – the EU’s 
perspective’ 
 

 H.E. Michael Reiterer, Principal Advisor,  Asia and Pacific Department,  European 
External Action Service: 
‘EU-North East Asia: three strategic partnerships, three challenges’ 

 
15.00-15.20 Coffee and Tea Break 
 
 
 



 

 
 

15.20-16.20 Geographical and thematic dimensions of the trade-development nexus – 
European and Asian policies 

 
 
Chair: Dr. Kolja Raube, Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies, KU Leuven  
 

 Prof. Dr. Jean-Christophe Defraigne, University Saint Louis-Brussels :    
‘The link between trade and development  - The case of China in Africa’ 

 Dr. San Bilal, Head of the Economic Governance Programme, ECDPM:  
      ‘The link between trade and development – EU-Africa relations’ 

 Mr. Nicolas Hachez, Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies, KU Leuven: 
‘The Trade-Development Nexus from a EU Human Rights Perspective’:  
 

 
16.20-16.30:  Conclusions by Prof. Dr. Jan Wouters, Jean Monnet Chair and Director of the 

Leuven Centre of Global Governance Studies, KU Leuven 
 
 
 


