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Abstract 

The seminar will cover the first section of the doctoral research on the exploitation of natural resources in outer space in 

the light of the fundamental principles of space law. Most proposals on the exploitation of natural resources in outer 

space are based on the assumption that space resources correspond to physical phenomena, the legal regime of which 

should vary depending on the environment from which they originate. Mineral reserves on celestial bodies are 

considered appropriable while in contrast the orbit-frequency spectrum should remain unencumbered by exclusive 

rights.  

 

It will be argued in the seminar that such a physical distinction between outer space and celestial body resources is 

untenable both in law and in practice. Instead, a comprehensive approach to regulating space resources, based on a 

functional interpretation of the space law regime, will be suggested. This approach is based on the fact that the category 

of natural resources is principally defined by its potential as a source of economic value after transformation by human 

activity. It should thus be governed by a uniform regime determined by the basic principle of free and undisturbed use 

of outer space by all States. The criterion of scarcity implicit in this principle is sufficiently flexible to efficiently regulate 

the exploitation of the wide array of natural resources in outer space, as is illustrated by the regime of the geostationary 

orbit. 

 

To this effect, the seminar will elucidate the concepts 'outer space', 'celestial bodies' and 'natural resources'; determine 

the applicability of the principle of non-appropriation to these categories; and broadly outline the legal regime of the 

orbit-frequency spectrum. The latter section of the seminar bridges the results of the conducted research with the nub 

of the work to be undertaken. 
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