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To mark the publication of this year's JCMS Annual Review of the 
European Union, four of the cont ributors, André Sapir, Heather 
Grabbe, Nathanie l Copsey and myself, gathered in the Open 
Society European Policy lnstitute offices in Brussels in October 
for a panel discussion p rovocatively titled, 'Bigger, b etter, more 
prosperous? European integration in 2004, 2014 and 2024'. 

In front of an audience of policy-makers, EU officials, scholars 
and students, Heather Grabbe presented six major lessons on 
enlargement since ten new members joined a decade ago, as well 
as reasons why the EU's influence has waned in Turkey and the 
Balkans. She argued that t he EU faces a major strategie choice 
now: will it cont inue to prioritise internal consensus over external 
effectiveness? Or will it respond to the new challenges in its 
neighbourhood by bolstering its 'transformative power redux'? 

André Sapir reflected on developments in the past ten years 
since a high-level g roup of independent experts, chaired by 
himself , produced a landmark report that offered a strategy for 
del ivering faster growth t ogether with stability and cohesion 
on t he eve of the big bang enlargement of 2004. Looking 
ahead t o the next decade, he argued strong ly that t he growth 
strat egy is 'not only st ill relevant today, but that the crisis has 
made it even more urgently needed than it was 10 years ago'. 

In his presentation Nathaniel Copsey argued that European 
integration needs t o be reassessed against the backdrop of 
ongoing economie turbulence and politica! discord. As well as 
analyzing the causes of the European Union's current difficulties, 
Copsey p ointed to the arguments in his forthcoming book 
Rethinking the European Union, where he dares t o suggest how 
and why the European Union ought to change. 

A lively discussion ensued in which p articipants and the audience 
discussed the Ukraine cr isis, the state of the European economy, 
the prospects of enlargement under the incoming Commission 
and whether more democracy would b e a cure or a curse for 
tackling Europ e's woes. 
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Copies of the Annual Review can 
be ordered from the publisher's 
website at a discounted rate using 
the promotional code PLT14: 

Further info: www.uaces.org/8005 

ISBN: 978-1118835500 

The Rule Of Law as a Strategie Priority 
Of The EU's External Action 
Brussels, 30 June 2014 

From right to left: Dr. Amichai Magen (Stanford University), Stephan Keukeleire 
(University of Leuven) and Leonhard Den Hertog (CEPS, Brussels). 

This was the final event of an interdiscip linary project supported by 
the Jean Monnet Lifelong Learning Programme. The conference 
was run by Jan Wouters, Matthieu Burnay and Kolja Raube for 
the Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies, and was co
funded by t he University Association for Contemporary European 
Studies (UACES). The overarching objective of the conference 
was to assess the importance of the rule of law as a strategie 
prior ity of the European Union (EU)'s ext ernal action, as mandated 
by article 21 of the Treaty on European Union. Focusing especially 
on the promotion of the rule of law towards emerging p owers, 
the conference generated theoretically and practically relevant 
findings for both researchers and practitioners in an increasingly 
important though still under-theorized and underexplored f ield. 
Taking place in Brussels, the conference featured high-level 
interdisciplinary panels on the EU's promotion of the rule of 
law in the international context. Speakers included international 
practitioners and academies such as A llan Rosas (European Court 
of Justice), Françoise Le Bail (Direct or-Genera! for DG Justice, 
European Commission), Engelbert Theuermann (Chair COHOM, 
EEAS), Senem Aydin Düzgit (lstanbul Bi lgi University), St ephan 
Keukeleire (University of Leuven). Amichai Magen (Stanford 
University) and Laurent Pech (Middlesex University). 

Highlighting t he need for a better understanding and analysis 
of the EU's promotion of the rule of law, including t he need for 
greater coherence and credibility of EU external action, the event 
ended w ith a lecture on 'the Promotion of the Rule of Law in t he 
21st Century: Prospects and Challenges' by H.E. Hans Corell , 
Former UN Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and Legal 
Counsel. The conference and research project proceedings wi ll 
be published in 2015. 

Further info: www.rola-ggs.eu 

UACES Small Event grants 

Funding for organisers of workshops and small conferences. 

Next deadline : Friday 23 January 

www.uaces.org/small 
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