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Improvement of
human rights 

policies 

Creation of a global
human rights

network

Formation of the
next generation 
of human rights

researchers

Training and
education

of human rights
professionals and

policy makers

the world, either to partner with them, or to challenge their acts and vision. 
To appraise the effectiveness of EU engagement, FRAME scrutinizes the EU’s
relations with (i) the UN and global institutions; (ii) regional organisations; 
(iii) third countries; (iv) non-state actors and (v) the Union Institutions and
Member States.

POLICIES: Coherence is crucial for the EU’s aspiration to become a leader 
in human rights promotion, particularly regarding (i) development and trade;
(ii) violations of human rights in conflicts; (iii) freedom, security and justice;
and (iv) external human rights and democratisation policy. FRAME critically
assesses the EU’s integration of human rights concerns into these designated
policies. 

TOOLS: Bringing together all research findings, FRAME will formulate policy
recommendations on human rights promotion through the EU’s relations and
policies, including (i) effectiveness indicators; (ii) policy toolboxes; and (iii)
policy proposals and legal, political and operational guidance to facilitate 
the implementation of human rights mainstreaming in different EU policies.  

FRAME’S IMPACT

`

COMMUNICATION & DISSEMINATION

• Concise FRAME infosheet and more elaborate flyer describing the research
project

• Designated FRAME website (www.fp7-frame.eu) and social media pages
containing updated information on the ongoing research and the latest
developments in the realm of EU Human Rights Policies

• Working Paper Series to strengthen and broaden the FRAME research community 
• Newsletters and mailing lists to maintain the FRAME momentum  
• Workshops and outreach events to build bridges between researchers 

and policy-makers 

WHAT is FRAME?
FRAME is an interdisciplinary, four-year FP7 project on ‘Fostering
Human Rights Among European (External and Internal) Policies’
aiming to cast European Human Rights Policies from a comprehensive,
multi-actor and global perspective. FRAME is a collaborative project
of 19 academic partners and approximately 100 researchers from 
the EU and abroad.

WHY is FRAME relevant for the EU?
The EU vows to protect and promote human rights, democracy and 
the rule of law within and beyond its borders. In spite of its commitment
to put fundamental rights and freedoms at the centre of its external and
internal policies, the EU is facing challenges to this commitment:
fragmentation of human rights-related competences among its Institutions
and in relation to its Member States; coherence between its internal,
external and overall human rights policies; growing contestation of the
universality and legitimacy of human rights norms by third countries.
FRAME will assess the EU’s response to these challenges and aim to
equip European policy-makers with relevant instruments and tools. 

HOW does FRAME make a difference?
FRAME seeks to develop comprehensive and coherent European Human
Rights Policies, including: (i) knowledge of the factors, concepts and
instruments underlying the protection and promotion of human rights
at the EU, international and national levels; (ii) appraisal of the EU’s
contribution to human rights through its wide-ranging policies and
instruments; (iii) scrutiny of the effectiveness of human rights
promotion across EU institutions, competences and policies; and (iv)
indicators, tools and policy proposals allowing for human rights
promotion through EU external and internal actions and policies. 

WHO does FRAME address?
The FRAME research is directly relevant to human rights academics,
practitioners, civil society and policy-makers at the local, national,
regional, international and EU levels. Committed to raising awareness
and strengthening knowledge of EU human rights policies, FRAME
also targets universities, research centres and the general public
throughout Europe and beyond. 

THEMATIC CLUSTERS 

FRAME is organized around 4 clusters of research:

FACTORS: In order to grasp the complex challenges that human
rights governance is facing today, FRAME will address the following
factors (i) the key cultural, economic, historical, legal, political,
religious, social and technological factors that may impact human
rights; (ii) the EU’s conception of human rights, democracy and the
rule of law upon which the EU is founded; and (iii) the multi-level
institutions and instruments seeking to protect human rights at 
the EU, international and national levels.

ACTORS: As a multi-level actor, the EU engages with a variety 
of actors in order to protect and promote human rights throughout 

•  Toolbox 
•  Recommentations 
•  Outreach to policy-makers

•  Understanding EU impact
on human rights

•  Human rights networks 
•  Training officials and

practitioners  

•  Academic network
•  Outreach to third country

partners
•  Global dissemination of

findings

educational
impact

academic
impact

policy 
impact

INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD

JAN EGELAND
Director of Human Rights Watch Europe; 
Deputy-Director of Human Rights Watch 

ANDREAS FOLLESDAL 
Professor of Political Philosophy at the Norwegian
Centre for Human Rights, University of Oslo

JONAS GRIMHEDEN
Head of Sector Access to Justice at 
the EU Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA)

ANTONIO TRINDADE 
Judge at the International Court of Justice

TOBY VOGEL 
Staff Writer at European Voice

ABIODUN WILLIAMS
President of The Hague Institute for Global Justice 

The views expressed during the execution of the FRAME
project, in whatever form and or by whatever medium, are
the sole responsibility of the authors. The European Union is
not liable for any use that may be made of the information
contained therein.
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