
MOOC
ON THE EU AND
HUMAN RIGHTS

LEARN HOW THE EU
AFFECTS HUMAN

RIGHTS WORLDWIDE

www.edx.org/course/eu-
human-rights-kuleuvenx-euhurix
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Practical information
Enroll today for our MOOC on the EU and human rights!
Visit this website to enroll: www.edx.org/course/
eu-human-rights-kuleuvenx-euhurix.

• Start date: 17 October 2015

• Length: 6 weeks

• Effort: 4 hours/week

• Price: FREE

• Subject: Law, social sciences

• Level: Intermediate

• Language: English

• Video Transcripts: English

Our team of instructors
• Prof. Dr. Joana Abrisketa Uriarte (University 

of Deusto)

• Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Benedek (European Training 
and Research Centre for Human Rights and
Democracy)

• Prof. Dr. Florence Benoît-Rohmer (European 
Inter-University Centre for Human Rights and
Democratisation)

• Prof. Dr. Zdzislaw Kedzia (Adam-Mickiewicz-
University of Poznań)

• Prof. Dr. Jeffrey Kenner (University of Nottingham)

• Dr. Eva Maria Lassen (Danish Institute for Human
Rights)

• Dr. Tamara Lewis (University College Dublin)

• Prof. Dr. Carmen Márquez Carrasco (University 
of Sevilla)

• Dr. Monika Mayrhofer (Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights)

• Prof. Dr. Elina Pirjatanniemi (Åbo Akademi University)

• Dr. Karolina Podstawa (European Inter-University
Centre for Human Rights and Democratisation)

• Dr. Lorena Sosa (Netherlands Institute of Human Rights)

• Prof. Dr. Jan Wouters (University of Leuven)

• Dr. Tamás Ziegler (Eötvös Lóránd University)



It is divided into four modules:
1: The EU and Human Rights: Value Promotion and Coherence
2: Promoting Human Rights inside the EU
3: Promoting Human Rights in EU External Action
4: Capitalising on Success and Remedying Flaws

This MOOC is based on FRAME (www.fp7-frame.eu), a large-scale
European research project funded by the European Union’s Seventh
Framework Programme for research, technological development and
demonstration. (Grant Agreement No. 320000)

What will you learn?
• How the EU works
• What the EU does
• How the EU affects human rights
• Where the EU can do better to be a positive force for human rights

Course syllabus
Week 1: Human Rights Challenges in EU Policies 
The course will first outline the background to EU action, presenting
the environment in which the EU acts. Subsequently, focus will move
to the challenges and factors that affect EU performance in relation
to human rights.

Week 2: EU as a Human Rights Actor 
In this week the core concept of human rights will be introduced, 
and subsequently examined in relation to two other values making up
the EU’s constitutional triad: namely the rule of law and democracy.
These are set against EU policy requirements provided for by the
Treaties according to which coherence is to be ensured in all the EU’s
internal and external policies.

Weeks 3-5: EU’s Internal Setting and Fundamental Rights Policies;
Themes and Priorities of EU External Human Rights Policies; Actors
and Geographic Approaches in EU External Relations
In weeks 3 to 5 the selected policy fields will illustrate this complexity
compartmentalising the initiatives undertaken by the EU to fulfil its
human rights obligations both internally and externally. The presentation
of the complex policies will be accompanied by concrete case studies
and insights from the practice of policymaking.

Week 6: EU Human Rights Policy Evaluation
Finally, the course will provide insights into monitoring and evaluating
possibilities, which may aid the EU in improving its human rights
related performance both in terms of the use of policy instruments
and shaping the policy content. 

What is a MOOC?
A MOOC is a massive open online course. Through online
videos, quizzes and fora, you will be educated for free by
leading experts from the world’s best universities. You can
take courses when you want, and complete them at your own
pace. In short, MOOCs make the best of higher education
available to anyone in the world with an internet connection.

About this course
Whether you are an EU citizen or not, this course concerns
you! The EU is a major global actor in the field of human
rights. EU treaties state that human rights are a fundamental
value of the Union, which must be a ‘silver thread’ in all its
policies. The EU now acts within an impressive array of
competences, and therefore has the potential to impact –
positively or negatively – anyone’s human rights.

This EU and Human Rights course teaches the basics of
human rights, placing the EU at the centre of investigation.
The course will examine a number of key questions:

• What factors are key to making the EU a positive or a negative
force for human rights? An example is the economic crisis:
what impact has it had on people’s human rights in 
the EU and the world?

• Which actors, friends or foes, must the EU engage with to
successfully promote human rights? Examples include
NGOs, businesses, or other international organisations like
the Council of Europe or the United Nations.

• In key policy sectors in which the EU is active, what is on
balance the impact of the EU? Examples include trade,
development, migration social policy or international crisis
management.

All of the course activities aim to improve your understanding
of how the EU, alone or in combination with other local or
global, state or non-state actors, can better promote and
uphold human rights worldwide.

The course is intended for anyone interested in human rights
and the EU, human rights law, European law, European
Studies, international relations, global governance, etc.


