
The Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies  

and the Department of International and European law at KU Leuven 

 

Kindly Invite You to a Joint Doctoral Seminar on 

 

Building Diplomacy: EU Delegations in Theory and Practice 

 

Friday 8 July 2016 

12:00 - 15:00 h. 

Meeting room College van Premonstreit (03.43), Leuven  

 

This joint doctoral seminar consists of two presentations that will discuss topical and critical issues related to Delegations of the 

European Union and their practice. The first presentation inquires into the legal status of the so-called “establishment 

agreements” that the EU has concluded with a great number of third countries with a view to ensuring the diplomatic status of its 

Delegations. The second presentation discusses the Union Delegations’ activities in EU development policy from a theoretical 

and practical perspective.  

 

Programme: 

 The Legal Status of the European Union’s Establishment Agreements  

Sanderijn Duquet, PhD Fellow at the Research Foundation ‒ Flanders (FWO), the Leuven Centre for Global Governance 

Studies, and the Institute for International Law, KU Leuven 

 

Chair: Prof.Dr. Jan Wouters, University of Leuven 

 

Abstract: The European Union (EU) has a firmly anchored permanent diplomatic presence in an impressive number of third 

countries. What started off as a modest external representation practice of the European Commission over 50 years ago has 

now become a full-grown diplomatic network of 133 bilateral Delegations representing the Union worldwide. The prevailing 

hypothesis in the literature is that EU diplomacy is a success story in terms of scope as well as exposure. However, relatively 

little analysis has tackled its legal foundations. The purpose of this doctoral seminar is to comparatively discuss a multitude of 

arrangements on diplomatic relations between the EU and third States. In particular, the seminar will focus on the legal nature of 

the so-called Establishment Agreements (EAs) – entered into by the Union to assume diplomatic functions and to enjoy 

diplomatic privileges and immunities abroad – and assess their legal status under public international law and EU law. 

 Theoretical and Practical Reflections on the Role of Union Delegations in EU Development Policy  

Tina Van den Sanden, PhD Fellow and Teaching Assistant at the Institute for European Law, KU Leuven 

 

Chair: Prof.Dr. Geert De Baere, University of Leuven 

 

Abstract:  The division of competences between the European Union and its Member States in the area of development 

cooperation policy is said to be of a peculiar nature. In the literature different views are taken on the exact nature of the 

competence and the consequences thereof. The doctoral seminar aims to shed further light on this issue by linking practical 

insights with the relevant theoretical principles of EU law. Practical findings are based on a recently conducted internship at the 

Delegation of the European Union to Ethiopia, as well as on information collected at EU Delegations. They focus in particular on 

an analysis of how coordination and cooperation mechanisms function on the ground in EU Delegations and will be used to 

further explain how the division of competences and principles such as the principle of sincere cooperation apply to EU 

development cooperation policy. 

 

Registration: 

Participation is free, but registration is required as food and beverages will be provided. Please confirm your attendance by 6 

July 2016 at ggs.conference@kuleuven.be 
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